What a Difference a Tie Makes
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Which man has the most energy? Which man is older? And which man would you hire for a job?

A tie is a man's power tool, and if it could talk it would speak volumes about you. It could speak of your energy level as well as your level on the corporate level. It could even give clues about your age.

First rule:  the tie must dominate; but that does not mean by gaudy color or style - or by bad "line." It means that it must have high visibility and set the tone for the man who wears it.

The man on the left wears a classic grey pinstripe power suit, but he doesn't look very powerful. On the right, he wears a brown plaid sport jacket but looks much more dynamic and powerful. His nose also looks quite prominent in the grey suit. Why?

Answers Below:

The man on the left doesn’t look powerful because the tie is too pale in color and does not make much of an impact.  The line of the tie is also bad. Horizontal stripes command attention and take the attention from the face to the tie. As the eyes continually drop from the face to the tie, they include the nose as part of their “view” of the man. It is almost as if a long vertical line from the nose to the bottom of the tie has been formed, and consequently, the nose appears longer. Lastly, brown sport jackets are quite casual, but they can be elevated in stature with a powerful tie. The French blue business shirt was added for harmony. A formal white shirt should never be worn with a sport jacket. 

